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FIRST DRAFT: INTRODUCTION
According to the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in the US, In 2017 47,173 Americans died by suicide, In 2017, there were an estimated 1,4000,000 suicide attempts and in 2015, suicide and self injury cost the US $69 Billion. Approximately 1 million people worldwide die by suicide each year. With a prevalence rate of 0.0145% and suicide accounting for 1.5% of death by all causes, it is the 10th leading cause of mortality worldwide (Hawton and van Heeringen 2009). Suicide is a very sensitive topic that not a lot of people like to speak about freely and due to its’ taboo nature it’s frowned upon, yet almost everyone has been affected by suicide or knows someone close to them that is. Considering how serious of a problem suicide is in America researchers have tested various elements to try and determine which factors contribute to suicidal ideations and suicide attempts. Many factors contribute to suicide such as mental illnesses and drug addiction, what many people fail to include is genetics, do genetics play a contributing roll in suicide.  
Suicide is becoming an epidemic in America. According to the National center For Health statistics, from 1999 to 2017, suicide rates have increased in both males and females with male suicides being almost four in half times higher than females. Suicides are more common than homicides yet homicides are talked about more in our society. Because children who come from families with a history of suicide are more at risk it is important to study their behavioral and genetic makeup to help determine whether or not suicide along with suicidal ideations is prevalent in their lives. 
Researchers have already studied suicide which is expected due to how relevant it is in today’s society. The most common studies around suicide are suicides caused by mental illnesses, suicides caused by drug addiction, and also those two factors combined because that is the case a lot of the time. People who have mental illnesses such as schizophrenia, bi-polar, depression , just to name a few, especially if they are undiagnosed or not taking their medication this can lead to the use of drugs and drug addiction. It’s common knowledge that mental illness, drug use and also life experiences contribute to suicide or suicide attempts but what needs to be studied at a deeper level is whether or not genetics play a role in suicidal ideations.  “Population registries in Denmark and Sweden have provided large data-sets to explore the familiality of suicide. Four such studies have been carried out, all reporting increased rates of suicide in offspring of suicidal parents compared to offspring of non-suicidal parents” (Agerbo et al. 2002; Qin et al. 2002, 2003; Runeson and Asberg 2003).  Does this mean that there is a genetic gene to consider when determining the reasoning behind a suicide or even suicidal ideations? 
As I stated earlier it is common knowledge that multiple factors contribute to suicide, from a person’s mental state to include all mental illnesses diagnosed taking medication, not taking medication and also undiagnosed; a person’s life experiences, what the person has gone through in their life that may have contributed to this outcome; drug use and addiction, does the person use drugs, if so what drug and how often; also the persons genetic makeup, is there a family history of suicide. However, there has yet to be research conducted regarding one aspect which is whether or not genetics play a factor when that parent or family member is absent from their lives. In other words, would the genetic trait of suicide still have the same effect for a child whose relationship with their parents and family is nonexistent? Also does the gender of the parent and child contribute to the child’s suicidal risk?
The objective is to eliminate all other factors in regards to suicide, study subjects that do not have mental illnesses, have never been through any significantly bad life experience, never experimented with drugs, and don’t know of any family members who have committed suicide and then see if suicide is still in their gene. I can understand that when a child doesn’t go through any of those experiences but knows that their parent has committed suicide it can still affect them mentally and emotionally and can increase their chances of suicide even without having known the parent. On the other hand if someone is unaware of any suicides in their family, would suicide still play a role in their lives and would the gene still be in their biological make up. 
Suicide is becoming more and more common throughout America today, an epidemic that’s sneaking up rapidly into our everyday lives. There was a lot of information that was given throughout the first few paragraphs but all the information is important when it comes to the discussion of suicide. I will not only be discussing what contributes to suicide but also who is more likely to commit suicide, what way is most common people commit suicide and if suicide can truly only be genetic. By subtracting every other factor that contributes to suicide, we will narrow it down to genetics to determine if it can affect a person if it’s only a biological factor.  Think about that for a second, is suicide genetic? Are you more likely to have suicidal ideations because your mother or father does or did? 
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